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Welcome to January 2019 issue of the  
Prehospital Emergency Services Current Awareness Update. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the January Issue 

 
Are you attending the 999EMS Forum "Advancing patient care: taking research to the Front Line". LKS ASE 
will be there and we would love to meet you. More information & registration details here [ 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/999ems-research-forum-2019-advancing-patient-care-taking-research-
to-the-front-line-tickets-51765722670 ] 
 

 
 

The aim of this Current Awareness Update is to provide a 

digest of information supporting evidence based practice in 

prehospital emergency services. Access to resources from 

open access and NICE Evidence Search journals are freely 

available to Ambulance Trust staff.  A number may be only 

available via your local Library services, where they exist.  

 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/999ems-research-forum-2019-advancing-patient-care-taking-research-to-the-front-line-tickets-51765722670
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/999ems-research-forum-2019-advancing-patient-care-taking-research-to-the-front-line-tickets-51765722670
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Different ways to access the update 
 
If you are reading this then you are already using the pdf/Word version of the Update.  There are alternative social 
media routes you could try.    
 
Twitter 
 

Follow @LksAse or go to. This account Tweets the latest relevant research for Paramedic Practice as it’s 
published from scholarly/academic journals.  
 

Online Bibliography 
 
All this month’s articles included here are available through the Mendeley Group  Prehospital Emergency 
Care Current Awareness Current.  Notes access requires a free one off registration.  Then click through to 
see the Abstracts with links to sources of full text.   
 
Last month’s and all previous month’s articles are available from the backfile.  This means that information 
about articles in in past updates is always available. 

 
Pinboards and RSS 

 
Articles are posted daily to a web based pinboard created using  Sparrho. The Paramedic Practice pinboard 
is updated daily.  
 
The RSS feeds that are used to create this update are also available online via Feedly.  Click through to see 
the RSS feeds.  

 
Feedback to  
 
Matt Holland, LKS ASE Librarian 
(on behalf of the National Ambulance Research Steering Group) 
Email: Matt.Holland@nwas.nhs.uk 
 
This Current Awareness Update was commissioned by the National Ambulance Research Steering Group comprising of research 
leads from ambulance trusts in England, Scotland and Wales and other experts and groups supporting prehospital research. The 
aim of the group is to support the strategic development of ambulance and prehospital research whether leading, collaborating 
in or using research. 

https://twitter.com/LksAse
https://www.mendeley.com/groups/7423671/prehospital-emergency-care-current-awareness-current/papers/
https://www.mendeley.com/groups/7423671/prehospital-emergency-care-current-awareness-current/papers/
https://www.mendeley.com/groups/7423681/prehospital-emergency-care-current-awareness-service-backfile/papers/
http://sparrho.com/
https://www.sparrho.com/pinboard/paramedic-practice/140587/
http://feedly.com/
http://feedly.com/
http://feedly.com/nwaslks
mailto:Matt.Holland@nwas.nhs.uk
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Research & Best Practice 
 
The following research papers have been published in the last couple of months. 
 

 Papers listed as Open Access  are freely available in full text from the link provided. 
 

 Papers listed as  NHS Open Athens will require you to log in with an NHS Open Athens User Name and 
Password to obtain the full text.  These links take you to the abstract initially.  To read the whole paper, choose 
either ‘full text’ or ‘pdf’ from the options on the abstract page.  The full text option will present the article as a 
single webpage, the pdf. option will open as a digital copy of the original paper.  Selecting either will open a 
page with the following link for you to enter your Athens username and password; 
 

 
 

 Where papers are not available either through Open Access or with your NHS Open Athens you may be able to 
get access through your own Library Service or from the LKS ASE Request an article service , or University 
Library, if you are registered on a course.  

 
The research papers have been arranged by the topic headings below: (Ctrl & Click on the heading to go straight 
to that section) 
 

Prehospital Practitioners – Professional Development 
 
Prehospital Research – Methods and Discussion 
 
Diagnosis &Triage  
 
Patient Profile 
 
Helicopter Emergency Medical Services 
 
On-Scene Interventions 
 
Airway Management, Resuscitation & CPR 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To create your own Athens username 
and password, simply visit: 
https://openathens.nice.org.uk/ 
 

 

You can find the complete archive of the .pdf version of Prehospital Emergency 
Services Current Awareness Update at the link below. 
 

https://ambulance.libguides.com/currentawareness 

https://ambulance.libguides.com/friendly.php?s=document
https://openathens.nice.org.uk/
https://ambulance.libguides.com/currentawareness
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Prehospital Practioners – Professional Development 
To see the full text use the  LKS ASE Request an Article Service  or check with your 
library. For Open Access articles click through. For articles marked NHS Open Athens 
click through and sign in with your Open Athens account. 
 

 
Agarwal, G., Angeles, R., Pirrie, M., McLeod, B., Marzanek, F., Parascandalo, J., & Thabane, L. (2019). 
Reducing 9-1-1 emergency medical service calls by implementing a community paramedicine program for 
vulnerable older adults in public housing in Canada: A multi-site cluster randomized controlled trial. 
Prehospital Emergency Care, 1–16. https://doi.org/10.1080/10903127.2019.1566421 
 
Agarwal, G., Pirrie, M., McLeod, B., Angeles, R., Tavares, W., Marzanek, F., & Thabane, L. (2019). Rationale 
and methods of an Evaluation of the Effectiveness of the Community Paramedicine at Home (CP@home) 
program for frequent users of emergency medical services in multiple Ontario regions: a study protocol 
for a randomized controlled trial. Trials, 20(1), 75. https://doi.org/10.1186/s13063-018-3107-4 Open 
Access  
 
Armstrong, S., Langlois, A., & Siriwardena, N. (2019). PP8 Paramedic views and experiences of the ethical 
considerations in ambulance based clinical trials: an interview study. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e4–e4. 
https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e4.1 NHS OpenAthens Account 
 
Black, S., & Frampton, I. (2019). PP26 Convey or not convey? Does crew skill level predict hospital 
conveyance rate in a UK regional NHS ambulance service trust? Emerg Med J, 36(1), e10–e11. 
https://doi.org/10.1136/emermed-2019-999.26 NHS OpenAthens Account  
 
Black, S., & Frampton, I. (2019). PP25 Decision-making in ambulance service non-conveyance – the 
DMASC survey. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e10–e10. https://doi.org/10.1136/emermed-2019-999.25 NHS 
OpenAthens Account  
 
Brown, J. F., Raven, M. C., Tangherlini, N. L., & Kennedy Hall, M. (2019). Frequent Users of 9-1-1 
Emergency Medical Services: Sign of Success or Symptom of Impending Failure? Prehospital Emergency 
Care, 23(1), 94–96. https://doi.org/10.1080/10903127.2018.1475531  
 
Cadilhac, D. A., Grimley, R., Bladin, C. F., Donnan, G. A., Hill, K., Levi, C. R., … Kilkenny, M. F. (2019). 
Abstract TP283: Ambulance Service Use and Associations With Hospital Care and 90-day Outcomes for 
Acute Stroke: The Australian Stroke Clinical Registry (AuSCR). Stroke, 50(Suppl_1). 
https://doi.org/10.1161/str.50.suppl_1.TP283  
 
Du, B., Boileau, M., Wierts, K., Hignett, S., Fischer, S., & Yazdani, A. (2019). Existing science on human 
factors and ergonomics in the design of ambulances and EMS equipment. Prehospital Emergency Care, 1–
20. https://doi.org/10.1080/10903127.2019.1568651  
 
Ebadi, A., Froutan, R., & Malekzadeh, J. (2019). The design and psychometric evaluation of the emergency 
medical services resilience scale (EMSRS). International Emergency Nursing, 42, 12–
18. https://doi.org/10.1016/J.IENJ.2018.09.002 Open Access  
 
Evans, B., Brown, A., Bulger, J., Fegan, G., Ford, S., Guy, K., … Snooks, H. (2019). PP30 ‘I can’t remember’ – 
patients views of receiving pain management from paramedics for suspected hip fracture. Emerg Med J, 
36(1), e12–e12. https://doi.org/10.1136/emermed-2019-999.30 NHS OpenAthens Account  
 

https://ambulance.libguides.com/friendly.php?s=document
https://ambulance.libguides.com/friendly.php?s=document
https://doi.org/10.1080/10903127.2019.1566421
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13063-018-3107-4
https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e4.1
https://doi.org/10.1136/emermed-2019-999.26
https://doi.org/10.1136/emermed-2019-999.25
https://doi.org/10.1080/10903127.2018.1475531
https://doi.org/10.1161/str.50.suppl_1.TP283
https://doi.org/10.1080/10903127.2019.1568651
https://doi.org/10.1016/J.IENJ.2018.09.002
https://doi.org/10.1136/emermed-2019-999.30
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Evans, B., Brown, A., Bulger, J., Fegan, G., Ford, S., Guy, K., … Snooks, H. (2019). PP29 Paramedics’ 
experiences of administering fascia iliaca compartment block to patients with suspected hip fracture. 
Emerg Med J, 36(1), e11–e12. https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e11.3  NHS OpenAthens Account  
 
Fitzpatrick, D., Maxwell, D., & Craigie, A. (2019). PP14 The feasibility and acceptability of a novel low tech 
intervention to improve pre-hospital data recording for pre-alert and handover to the emergency 
department. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e6–e6. https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e6.1 NHS OpenAthens 
Account  
 
Friedson, A. I. (2018). Income and Ambulance Response Time Inequality. JAMA Network Open, 1(7), 
e185201. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2018.5201  
 
Gibson, C. V. (2019). Emergency medical services oxygen equipment: a fomite for transmission of MRSA? 
Emergency Medicine Journal : EMJ, 36(2), 89–91. https://doi.org/10.1136/emermed-2018-207758 NHS 
OpenAthens Account  
 
Han, X., Lowry, T. Y., Loo, G. T., Rabin, E. J., Grinspan, Z. M., Kern, L. M., … Shapiro, J. S. (2019). Expanding 
Health Information Exchange Improves Identification of Frequent Emergency Department Users. Annals 
of Emergency Medicine, 73(2), 172–179. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annemergmed.2018.07.024  
 
Hird, K., Bell, F., Mars, B., James, C., & Gunnell, D. (2019). OP6 An investigation into suicide amongst 
ambulance service staff. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e3–e3. https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e3.1  
 
Hörberg, A., Jirwe, M., Kalén, S., Vicente, V., & Lindström, V. (2017). We need support! A Delphi study 
about desirable support during the first year in the emergency medical service. Scandinavian Journal of 
Trauma, Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine, 25(1), 89. https://doi.org/10.1186/s13049-017-0434-5 
Open Access  
 
Hsia, R. Y., Huang, D., Mann, N. C., Colwell, C., Mercer, M. P., Dai, M., & Niedzwiecki, M. J. (2018). A US 
National Study of the Association Between Income and Ambulance Response Time in Cardiac Arrest. 
JAMA Network Open, 1(7), e185202. https://doi.org/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2018.5202 Open 
Access  
 
Jones, R. P. (2019). Ignorance isn’t bliss: behind the unequal distribution of end-of-life demand and cost. 
Journal of Paramedic Practice, 11(2), 77–79. Retrieved from http://www.paramedicpractice.com/cgi-
bin/go.pl/library/article.cgi?uid=109086;article=pp_11_2_77  
 
Miller, J., & Paramedic. (2019). PP10 ‘The ones that don’t say’; challenges in managers identifying 
potentially traumatised ambulance staff. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e4–e5. 
https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e4.3 NHS OpenAthens Account  
 
Misasi, P., & Keebler, J. R. (2019). Medication safety in emergency medical services: approaching an 
evidence-based method of verification to reduce errors. Therapeutic Advances in Drug Safety, 10, 
204209861882191. https://doi.org/10.1177/2042098618821916 Open Access  
 
Péculo-Carrasco, J.-A., Rodríguez-Bouza, M., Casal-Sánchez, M.-M., de-la-Fuente-Rodríguez, J.-M., Puerta-
Córdoba, A., Rodríguez-Ruiz, H.-J., … Failde, I. (2019). Development and Validation of a Safety Scale 
Perceived by the Witness of Prehospital Emergency Care. Journal of Patient Safety, 1. 
https://doi.org/10.1097/PTS.0000000000000567  
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Phung, V.-H., Trueman, I., Togher, F., Ørner, R., & Siriwardena, N. (2019). PP7 Perceptions and 
experiences of being a community first responder: interview study. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e3–e3. 
https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e3.2 NHS OpenAthens Account  
 
Rees, N., Porter, A., Rapport, F., Hughes, S., & John, A. (2018). Paramedics’ perceptions of the care they 
provide to people who self-harm: A qualitative study using evolved grounded theory methodology. PLOS 
ONE, 13(10), e0205813. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0205813  
Open Access 
 
Reich, T. (2019). 04 Using electronic patient records collected by ambulance personnel to detect disease 
outbreaks. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e2–e2. https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e2.2 NHS OpenAthens 
Account  
 
Slope, R., Pope, C., Crouch, R., & Bernthal, E. M. (2019). Military and civilian handover communication in 
emergency care: how does it differ? Journal of Paramedic Practice, 11(2), 66–73. Retrieved from 
http://www.paramedicpractice.com/cgi-bin/go.pl/library/article.cgi?uid=109084;article=pp_11_2_66  
 
Swinton, P., Corfield, A. R., Moultrie, C., Percival, D., Proctor, J., Sinclair, N., & Perkins, Z. B. (2018). Impact 
of drug and equipment preparation on pre-hospital emergency Anaesthesia (PHEA) procedural time, error 
rate and cognitive load. Scandinavian Journal of Trauma, Resuscitation and Emergency Medicine, 26(1), 
82. https://doi.org/10.1186/s13049-018-0549-3 Open Access   
 
Tang, S., Dovey, G., & Mapstone, J. (2019). Homelessness: implications for paramedic practice. Journal of 
Paramedic Practice, 11(2), 52–53. Retrieved from http://www.paramedicpractice.com/cgi-
bin/go.pl/library/article.cgi?uid=109081;article=pp_11_2_52  
 
Thomas, M., Voss, S., Benger, J., Kirby, K., & Nolan, J. P. (2019). Cluster randomised comparison of the 
effectiveness of 100% oxygen versus titrated oxygen in patients with a sustained return of spontaneous 
circulation following out of hospital cardiac arrest: a feasibility study. PROXY: post ROSC OXYgenation 
study. BMC Emergency Medicine, 19(1), 16. https://doi.org/10.1186/s12873-018-0214-1 Open Access  
 
Watanabe, B. L., Patterson, G. S., Kempema, J. M., Magallanes, O., & Brown, L. H. (2019). Is Use of 
Warning Lights and Sirens Associated With Increased Risk of Ambulance Crashes? A Contemporary 
Analysis Using National EMS Information System (NEMSIS) Data. Annals of Emergency Medicine. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annemergmed.2018.09.032  
 
Williams, V., LaFlamme-Williams, Y., McNee, K., Morgan, H., Morrison, Z., Potts, H. W., … Porter, A. 
(2019). PP18 Implementation of electronic patient clinical records in ambulances in the UK: a national 
survey. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e7–e8. https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e7.3 NHS OpenAthens 
Account  
 

Prehospital Research – Methods and Discussion  
To see the full text use the  LKS ASE Request an Article Service  or check with your 
library. For Open Access articles click through. For articles marked NHS Open Athens 
click through and sign in with your Open Athens account.  
 

Boudreaux, E. D., Higgins, S. E., Reznik-Zellen, R., Wang, B., & Volturo, G. (2019). Scholarly productivity 
and impact: Developing a quantifiable, norm-based benchmarking methodology for academic emergency 
medicine. Academic Emergency Medicine. https://doi.org/10.1111/acem.13704  
 

https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e3.2
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0205813
https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e2.2
http://www.paramedicpractice.com/cgi-bin/go.pl/library/article.cgi?uid=109084;article=pp_11_2_66
https://doi.org/10.1186/s13049-018-0549-3
http://www.paramedicpractice.com/cgi-bin/go.pl/library/article.cgi?uid=109081;article=pp_11_2_52
http://www.paramedicpractice.com/cgi-bin/go.pl/library/article.cgi?uid=109081;article=pp_11_2_52
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12873-018-0214-1
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annemergmed.2018.09.032
https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e7.3
https://ambulance.libguides.com/friendly.php?s=document
https://ambulance.libguides.com/friendly.php?s=document
https://doi.org/10.1111/acem.13704


Prehospital Emergency Services Current Awareness Update – Issue 67, January  2019 

Brown, J., Lane, A., Cooper, C., & Vassar, M. (2018). The Results of Randomized Controlled Trials in 
Emergency Medicine Are Frequently Fragile. Annals of Emergency Medicine, 0(0). 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annemergmed.2018.10.037  
 

Bulger, J., Rees, N., Snooks, H., Fegan, G., Ford, S., Evans, B., & Longo, M. (2019). 03 The use of 
scratchcards for allocation concealment and treatment allocation in a prehospital randomised controlled 
trial. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e2–e2. https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e2.1  NHS OpenAthens Account  
 
Garg, R., Richards, C. T., Naidech, A., & Prabhakaran, S. (2019). Abstract TP296: Predicting Cincinnati 
Prehospital Stroke Scale Components in Emergency Medical Services Patient Care Reports Using Natural 
Language Processing and Machine Learning. Stroke, 50(Suppl_1). 
https://doi.org/10.1161/str.50.suppl_1.TP296  
 
Hagiwara, M. A., Magnusson, C., Herlitz, J., Seffel, E., Axelsson, C., Munters, M., … Nilsson, L. (2019). 
Adverse events in prehospital emergency care: a trigger tool study. BMC Emergency Medicine, 19(1), 14. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12873-019-0228-3 Open Access  
 
Hancox, J. M., Toman, E., Brace-McDonnell, S. J., & Naumann, D. N. (2019). Patient-centred outcomes for 
prehospital trauma trials: A systematic review and patient involvement exercise. Trauma, 
146040861881791. https://doi.org/10.1177/1460408618817912  
 
Leisman, D. E. (2019). Ten Pearls and Pitfalls of Propensity Scores in Critical Care Research. Critical Care 
Medicine, 47(2), 176–185. https://doi.org/10.1097/CCM.0000000000003567  
 
Moore, R., Scollard, Z., & Tran, V. (2019). Night terror: When is the best time to start leading the night 
team? Emergency Medicine Australasia, 31(1), 120–121. https://doi.org/10.1111/1742-6723.13228 Open 
Access 
 
Puskarich, M. A., Callaway, C., Silbergleit, R., Pines, J. M., Obermeyer, Z., Wright, D. W., … Levy, P. D. 
(2018). Priorities to Overcome Barriers Impacting Data Science Application in Emergency Care Research. 
Academic Emergency Medicine, 26(1), acem.13520. https://doi.org/10.1111/acem.13520 Open Access  
 
Sanossian, N., Liebeskind, D., Starkman, S., Shkirkova, K., Kim-Tenser, M. A., & Saver, J. L. (2019). Abstract 
TMP61: Enrolling Stroke Patients in Prehospital Research During Late Night and Early Morning Times. 
Stroke, 50(Suppl_1). https://doi.org/10.1161/str.50.suppl_1.TMP61  
 
Wihlborg, J., Edgren, G., Johansson, A., Sivberg, B., & Gummesson, C. (2019). Using the case method to 
explore characteristics of the clinical reasoning process among ambulance nurse students and 
professionals. Nurse Education in Practice, 35, 48–54. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nepr.2019.01.001  
 
Wilson, C., Harley, C., & Steels, S. (2019). PP9 A systematic review and meta-analysis of pre-hospital 
diagnostic accuracy studies. Emerg Med J, 36(1), e4–e4. https://emj.bmj.com/content/36/1/e4.2 NHS 
OpenAthens Account  
 

Helicopter  Emergency  Medical  Services (HEMS) and Air Medical 
To see the full text use the  LKS ASE Request an Article Service  or check with your 
library. For Open Access articles click through. For articles marked NHS Open Athens 
click through and sign in with your Open Athens account.  
 

Homma, H., Niiyama, Y., Sonoda, H., Himuro, N., & Yamakage, M. (2019). The Impact of Air Transport for 
Acute Coronary Syndrome Patients. Air Medical Journal, 0(0). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.amj.2018.11.008  
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Diagnosis and Triage  
To see the full text use the  LKS ASE Request an Article Service  or check with your 
library. For Open Access articles click through. For articles marked NHS Open Athens 
click through and sign in with your Open Athens account.  
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