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Welcome to the June edition 
 

NICE Sepsis Guidelines Issued July 2016 

This guideline covers the recognition, diagnosis and early management of sepsis for all populations. 
Full Guideline can be accessed  here or from this URL [  https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng51 ].   
 
Can you help? 
To help understand more about the audience for this service can you complete this simple questionnaire. It 
takes no more than five minutes.  Your responses are appreciated. The answers you provide will inform 
future improvements to PESCAU. The questionnaire is here [ 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/pescau ]. 

 
Matt Holland, July 2016. 
   

Different ways to access the update 
 
If you are reading this then you are already using the pdf/Word version of the Update.  There are alternative social 
media routes you could try.   
   
 

Twitter 
 

The aim of this Current Awareness Update is to provide a 

digest of information supporting evidence based practice in 

prehospital emergency services. Access to resources from 

open access and NICE  Evidence Search journals are freely 

available to Ambulance Trust staff.  A number may be only 

available via your local Library services, where they exist.  
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Follow @NWASLibrary or go to https://twitter.com/NWASLibrary. The NWAS LKS Twitter account Tweets 
the latest relevant research for Paramedic Practice as it’s published from scholarly/academic journals.  If 
you don’t want to subscribe just search for #NWASLKSParamedic  
 
Online Bibliography 
 
All this month’s articles included here are available through the Mendeley Group  Prehospital Emergency 
Care Current Awareness Current.  Click through to see the Abstracts with links to sources of full text.   
 
Last month’s and all previous month’s articles are available from the backfile.  This means that information 
about articles in in past updates is always available. 
 
Note the Tags don’t work at the moment. This is a known problem and Mendeley are working on a fix.  

 
 
Feedback to  
 
Matt Holland, NWAS LKS Librarian 
(on behalf of the National Ambulance Research Steering Group) 
Email: Matt.Holland@nwas.nhs.uk 
 
This Current Awareness Update was commissioned by the National Ambulance Research Steering Group comprising of research 
leads from ambulance trusts in England, Scotland and Wales and other experts and groups supporting prehospital research. The 
aim of the group is to support the strategic development of ambulance and prehospital research whether leading, collaborating 
in or using research. 
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Research & Best Practice 
 
The following research papers have been published in the last couple of months. 
 

 Papers listed as Open Access @ are freely available in full text from the link provided. 
 

 All other papers will require you to log in with an NHS Open Athens User Name and Password to obtain the full 
text.  These links take you to the abstract initially.  To read the whole paper, choose either ‘full text’ or ‘pdf’ 
from the options on the abstract page.  The full text option will present the article as a single webpage, the pdf. 
option will open as a digital copy of the original paper.  Selecting either will open a page with the following link 
for you to enter your Athens username and password; 
 

 
 

 Where papers are not available either through Open Access or with your NHS Open Athens you may be able to 
get access through your own Library Service if you have one,  or University, if you are registered on a course.  

 
The research papers have been arranged by the topic headings below:  (Ctrl & Click on the heading to go straight 
to that section) 
 

Prehospital Practitioners – Professional Development 
 
Prehospital Research – Methods and Discussion 
 
Diagnosis &Triage  
 
Patient Profile 
 
Helicopter Emergency Medical Services 
 
On‐Scene Interventions 
 
Airway Management, Resuscitation & CPR 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

To create your own Athens username 
and password, simply visit: 
https://openathens.nice.org.uk/ 

You can find the complete archive of the .pdf version of Prehospital Emergency 
Services Current Awareness Update at the link below. 
 

www.networks.nhs.uk/nhs-networks/nwas-library-and-information-service/esca 
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Prehospital Practitioners – Roles, Professional Practice and Development 

Abelsson, A. et al., 2016. Learning by simulation in prehospital emergency care - an integrative literature 
review. Scandinavian Journal of Caring Sciences, 30(2), pp.234–240. Available at: 
http://doi.wiley.com/10.1111/scs.12252  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with your local Library Service 
provider. 

.Bogomolova, S. et al., 2014. Understanding the Factors that Influence Patient Satisfaction with 
Ambulance Services. Health and Marketing Quarterly, Forthcoming (2), pp.163–80. Available at: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27295008  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with your local 
Library Service provider. 

Edmonds, M.J., Hamilton, S. & Brichko, L., 2016. Subspecialisation in emergency medicine: A specialty at 
the crossroads. Emergency Medicine Australasia. Available at: http://doi.wiley.com/10.1111/1742-
6723.12629  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with your local Library Service provider. 

Hohenstein, C. et al., 2016. German critical incident reporting system database of prehospital emergency 
medicine: Analysis of reported communication and medication errors between 2005-2015. World 
journal of emergency medicine, 7(2), pp.90–6. Available at: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27313802 [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Open Access @ 

Iskrzycki, L. et al., 2016. Paramedic students’ knowledge and attitudes regarding automated external 
defibrillators. The American Journal of Emergency Medicine, 0(0), pp.81–99. Available at: 
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S073567571630287X  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open 
Athens@ 

Kurowski, A. et al., 2016. Are paramedics prepared to perform needle cricothyroidotomy? The American 
Journal of Emergency Medicine, 34(7), pp.1310–1311. http://www.ajemjournal.com/article/S0735-
6757(16)30095-X/abstract [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Kurowski, A., Smereka, J. & Szarpak, L., 2016. Are firefighters able to recognize ventricular fibrillation? 
Preliminary data. The American Journal of Emergency Medicine. Available from: 
http://www.ajemjournal.com/article/S0735-6757(16)30265-0/abstract?rss=yes [Accessed July 11, 
2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Losiouk, E. et al., 2016. Ambulance Protocols: A Mobile Solution. Studies in health technology and 
informatics, 225, pp.520–4. Available at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27332255  [Accessed 
July 11, 2016].  Open Access @ 

Pauley, T. & Dale, A., 2016. Train together to work together: Reviewing feedback of community-based 
skills drills training for midwives and paramedics. British Journal of Midwifery, 24(6), pp.428–432. 
Available at: http://www.magonlinelibrary.com/doi/10.12968/bjom.2016.24.6.428  [Accessed July 11, 
2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Peate, I., 2016. Approving educational programmes for paramedics. Journal of Paramedic Practice, 8(6), 
pp.278–279. Check with your local Library Service provider. 

Pilbery, R. et al., 2016. The Recognition of STEMI by Paramedics and the Effect of Computer 
inTerpretation (RESPECT): a randomised crossover feasibility study. Emergency medicine journal : 
EMJ, 33(7), pp.emermed–2015–204988. Available at: http://emj.bmj.com/lookup/doi/10.1136/emermed-2015-
204988  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Raven, M.C. et al., 2016. The Effectiveness of Emergency Department Visit Reduction Programs: A 
Systematic Review. Annals of Emergency Medicine. Available from: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27287549 [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open Athens@  
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Seel, D. & Turner, M., 2016. Industrial paramedic: an emerging speciality? Journal of Paramedic Practice, 
8(7), pp.350–355. Check with your local Library Service provider. 

Smereka, J. et al., 2016. The ability of firefighters to recognize carbon monoxide poisoning. The American 
journal of emergency medicine. Available at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27318748   
[Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Thomas, A., 2016. Trauma Care Conference considers expanding role of paramedics in subspecialty. 
Journal of Paramedic Practice, 8(6), pp.280–281. Check with your local Library Service provider. 

Open Access @ 

Prehospital Research – Methods and Discussion 

Hancox, J.M., Midwinter, M.J. & Naumann, D.N., 2016. Show me the evidence! Engaging with science in 
the pre-hospital environment. Journal of Paramedic Practice, 8(7), pp.330–331. Check with your local 
Library Service provider. 

Hansen, M. et al., 2016. Understanding the value of mixed methods research: the Children’s Safety 
Initiative-Emergency Medical Services. Emergency Medicine Journal, 33(7), pp.489–494. Available 
at: http://emj.bmj.com/lookup/doi/10.1136/emermed-2015-205277  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS 
Open Athens@ 

  

Diagnosis and Triage  

Bakke, E. et al., 2016. Influence of alcohol and other substances of abuse at the time of injury among 
patients in a Norwegian emergency department. BMC Emergency Medicine, 16(1), p.20. Available at: 
http://bmcemergmed.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12873-016-0085-2 [Accessed July 11, 
2016]. Open Access @ 

Chapman Smith, S.N. et al., 2016. A low-cost, tablet-based option for prehospital neurologic assessment. 
Neurology, 87(1), pp.19–26. Available at: 
http://www.neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000002799  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. 
NHS Open Athens@ 

Christensen, E.F. et al., 2016. Diagnosis and mortality in prehospital emergency patients transported to 
hospital: a population-based and registry-based cohort study. BMJ open, 6(7), p.e011558. Available 
at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27377636  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Open Access@ 

Hastrup, S. et al., 2016. Prehospital Acute Stroke Severity Scale to Predict Large Artery Occlusion. Stroke, 
47(7), p.STROKEAHA.115.012482. Available at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27272487  
[Accessed July 11, 2016]. Open Access@ 

Kozubal, D. et al., 2016. Sepsis Patients Admitted From Limited Service Hospital ED To Tertiary ICU Are 
Twice As Likely To Die. The Journal of Emergency Medicine, 50(6), pp.925–926. Available from: 
http://www.jem-journal.com/article/S0736-4679(16)30145-7/abstract [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS 
Open Athens@ 

Krajicek, S., 2016. Cannabis Use and Risk of Psychiatric Disorders. The Journal of Emergency Medicine, 
51(1), p.92. Available at: http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0736467916303328  [Accessed 
July 11, 2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Krakauer, D. et al., 2016. Effect of A Nursing Resource Intensive “Sepsis Alert” Protocol On Patient 
Outcome Measures In Sepsis. The Journal of Emergency Medicine, 50(6).  Available from: 
http://www.jem-journal.com/article/S0736-4679(16)30146-9/abstract [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS 
Open Athens@  



Prehospital Emergency Services Current Awareness Update – Issue 37, June 2016 

Larsson, G., Holmén, A. & Ziegert, K., 2016. Early Assessment of Patient’s Medical Condition in 
Ambulance Care Affects the Level of Care of Non Urgent Patients. Studies in health technology and 
informatics, 225, pp.893–4. Available at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27332396  [Accessed 
July 11, 2016]. Open Access@ 

Lima, F.O. et al., 2016. Field Assessment Stroke Triage for Emergency Destination. Stroke, 
p.STROKEAHA.116.013301. Available at: 
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Majors-Foley, K., 2016. Telemedicine in Prehospital Stroke Evaluation and Thrombolysis: Taking Stroke 
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http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0736467916303353  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open 
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Ninchoji, T. et al., 2016. Clinical factors associated with prehospital exacerbation of anaphylaxis in 
children. Minerva pediatrica. Available at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27271039  
[Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with your local Library Service provider. 

Oosterwold, J.T. et al., 2016. The characteristics and pre-hospital management of blunt trauma patients 
with suspected spinal column injuries: a retrospective observational study. European journal of 
trauma and emergency surgery : official publication of the European Trauma Society. Available at: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27277072  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with your local 
Library Service provider. 

Shaw, J., Taylor, B. & Thies, K., 2015. PREHOSPITAL HYPOTHERMIA IS ASSOCIATED WITH 
INCREASED MORTALITY. Intensive Care Medicine Experimental, 3(Suppl 1), p.A374. Available 
at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27289919  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Sutter, M.E. et al., 2016. Fatal Fentanyl: One Pill Can Kill. Academic Emergency Medicine. Available at: 
http://doi.wiley.com/10.1111/acem.13034  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with your local Library 
Service provider. 

Vyas, D. et al., 2016. Prehospital care training in a rapidly developing economy: a multi-institutional study. 
Journal of Surgical Research, 203(1), pp.22–27. Available at: 
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0022480416001268  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. 

Patient Profile 

Kulesa, J.T. et al., 2016. Socioeconomic status, prehospital delay, and acuity of illness on presentation. The 
American Journal of Emergency Medicine. Available at: 
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0735675716302418  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open 
Athens@ 

Mathews, E.M. et al., 2016. Suicide Attempts Presenting to Trauma Centers: Trends across Age Groups 
Using the National Trauma Data Bank. The American Journal of Emergency Medicine. Available at: 
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S073567571630225X  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open 
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   Helicopter Emergency Medical Services 

Klemisch, R., 2016. Helicopter Transport Improves Survival Following Injury in the Absence of a Time-
Saving Advantage. The Journal of Emergency Medicine, 51(1), p.95. Available at: 
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0736467916303389  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open 
Athens@ 

MacDonald, R.D. & Allendes, F., 2016. Intra-aortic Balloon Pump-Dependent Patient Transports by 
Critical Care Paramedics. Air medical journal, 35(4), pp.231–4. Available at: 
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Library Service provider. 

Røislien, J. et al., 2016. Exploring optimal air ambulance base locations in Norway using advanced 
mathematical modelling. Injury Prevention, pp.injuryprev–2016–041973. Available at: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27325670  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Open Access@ 

On‐Scene Interventions 

Brown, A.T. et al., 2011. Emergency Transport of Stroke Suspects in a Rural State: Opportunities for 
Improvement. The American Journal of Emergency Medicine, pp.396–400. Available from: 
http://www.ajemjournal.com/article/S0735-6757(16)30259-5/abstract?rss=yes [Accessed July 11, 
2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Daniel, Y., Habas, S. & Cruc, M., 2016. Prehospital Endotracheal Intubation in Warm Climates: Caution is 
Required. The Journal of emergency medicine. Available at: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27381949  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Denton, G. & Howard, L., 2016. BET 1: Does apnoeic oxygenation reduce the risk of desaturation in 
patients requiring endotracheal intubation? Emergency medicine journal : EMJ, 33(7), pp.517–9. 
Available at: http://emj.bmj.com/lookup/doi/10.1136/emermed-2016-205965.1  [Accessed July 11, 
2016]. NHS Open Athens@ 

Ho, A.F.W. et al., 2016. Barriers to dispatcher-assisted cardiopulmonary resuscitation in Singapore. 
Resuscitation, 105, pp.149–155. Available at: 
http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S0300957216300600  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with 
your local Library Service provider. 

Hooper, C., 2016. Clinical care in the warm zone: a responder’s perspective upon clinical practice in 
support of UK tactical medical operations. Journal of Paramedic Practice, 8(6), pp.282–288. Check 
with your local Library Service provider. 

Ilicki, J. et al., 2016. Lidocaine can reduce the pain of intra-osseous fluid infusion. Critical Care, 20(1), 
p.192. Available at: http://ccforum.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13054-016-1359-5  
[Accessed July 11, 2016]. Open Access@ 

Joynes, E.L., Martin, J. & Ross, M., 2016. Management of Septic Shock in the Remote Prehospital Setting. 
Air medical journal, 35(4), pp.235–8. Available at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27393760  
[Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with your local Library Service provider. 

Kelmenson, D.A. et al., 2016. Electrophysiological abnormalities can differentiate pre-hospital discharge 
functional status in critically ill patients with normal strength. Intensive Care Medicine. Available at: 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27334267  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with your local 
Library Service provider. 

Koch, P.M. et al., 2016. Influence of Distance to Scene on Time to Thrombolysis in a Specialized Stroke 
Ambulance. Stroke; a journal of cerebral circulation. Available at: 
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2016]. Check with your local Library Service provider. 
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Airway Management, Resuscitation & CPR 
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http://linkinghub.elsevier.com/retrieve/pii/S030095721630106X  [Accessed July 11, 2016]. Check with 
your local Library Service provider. 

Böttiger, B.W. et al., 2016. Kids Save Lives – ERC position statement on school children education in 
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How to contact your Library Service  
 

Service  Contact  Services Offered 

Isle of Wight  eMail: library@iow.nhs.uk 
Link to: Library Website 
 

Full library membership of 
the Oliveira Library.  

North West Ambulance 
Service 

eMail:  Matt.Holland@nwas.nhs.uk 
Link to: Library Website  

Outreach Service; Guest 
membership of local NHS 
Library 

South East Ambulance 
Service 

eMail: Holly.Case@sash.nhs.uk   Outreach Library Service; 
Membership of local NHS 
Library. 

Yorkshire Ambulance 
Service 

eMail: library.crh@cht.nhs.uk  
Link to: Library Website  

Membership of Calderdale 
and Huddersfield NHS FT, 
Library and Knowledge 
Services 

South Central 
Ambulance Service  

eMail: library@royalberkshire.nhs.uk  
Link to: Library Website 

Membership of Royal 
Berkshire NHS Foundation 
Trust Library 
 

South West Ambulance 
Service 
 

eMail: library.mailbox@nhs.net  
Link to: Library Website   

Membership of the any of 
these libraries.  

London Ambulance 
Service 

eMail: 
caru.administrtor@londonambulance.nhs.uk 
 

Document Supply, Research 

 
 
Feedback to  
 
Matt Holland, NWAS LKS Librarian 
(on behalf of the National Ambulance Research Steering Group) 
Email: Matt.Holland@nwas.nhs.uk 
 
This Current Awareness Update was commissioned by the National Ambulance Research Steering Group comprising of research 
leads from ambulance trusts in England, Scotland and Wales and other experts and groups supporting prehospital research. The 
aim of the group is to support the strategic development of ambulance and prehospital research whether leading, collaborating 
in or using research. 


